FIRST SUNDAY OF THE GREAT FAST
SUNDAY OF ORTHODOXY

Icon of the Holy Images



Sat, Feb 17th:

Sun, Feb 18th:

Mon, Feb 19th:

Tue, Feb 20th:

Wed, Feb 21st:

Thu, Feb 22nd:

Fri, Feb 23rd:

Sat, Feb 24th:

Sun, Feb 25th:

WEEKLY SCHEDULE OF SERVICES AND EVENTS
[THE GREAT FAST/BENUKAN NICTb]

The Commemoration of the Miracle of the Great Martyr Theodore the
Recruit

4:00 pm: Divine Liturgy of St. Basil the Great (Eng.); Intention for +Pearl Kiniuk,
by Helen Karol.

The First Sunday of the Great Fast; the Sunday of Orthodoxy

10:00 am: Divine Liturgy of St. Basil the Great (Eng.). Intention for God’s
Blessings on Our Living and Deceased Parishioners.

4:00 pm: Lenten Sunday Vespers.

The Apostle Archippus
8:00 am: Lenten Matins.

The Hierarch Leo of Catania
6:30 pm: Moleben for Peace in Ukraine; St. Josaphat Ukrainian Catholic
Church, Bethlehem, PA.

The Venerable Father Timothy
6:00 pm: Divine Liturgy of the Presanctified Gifts; Lenten Bible Study on
Proverbs to Follow in the Church Hall.

The Commemoration of the Finding of the Relics of the Martyrs of Eugenia
8:00 am: Lenten Matins.

6:00 pm: Class—Ukrainian Language for English Speakers, St. Josaphat
Rectory Classroom.

The Hieromartyr Polycarp
6:00 pm: Divine Liturgy of the Presanctified Gifts; Lenten reflection on the
Prayer of St. Ephraim the Great to Follow in the Church Hall.

2nd All-Souls Saturday/Sorokousty; The Commemoration of the First and
Second Findings of the Head of John the Baptist

4:00 pm: Divine Liturgy of St. Basil the Great (Eng.); Intention for +Bob Silvert,
by Helen Karol.

The Second Sunday of the Great Fast

10:00 am: Divine Liturgy of St. Basil the Great (Eng.). Intention for God’s
Blessings on Our Living and Deceased Parishioners.

4:00 pm: Lenten Sunday Vespers.

PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS:

1. Tickets for the upcoming Easter Dinner/Sviechene, scheduled for Sunday, April 14th, 2024, are now
on sale. To purchase tickets, please see David Kadingo, or ask any Tryzub member.

2. Father Paul is hosting having a series of spiritual talks along after each of the Wednesday and Fri-
day Divine Liturgies of the Presanctified Gifts. Wednesdays after Presanctified Liturgy will be a
basic Bible study looking at passages from the Book of Proverbs and also examining why this par-
ticular book is read during the 6 weeks of Holy Lent. Fridays after Presanctified Liturgy will look at a
particular aspect of the Prayer of St. Ephraim the Great. No prior Bible study or theological training



is necessary. Flyers for these spiritual talks are posted in the vestibule of the church. For more in-
formation, please contact St. Josaphat Rectory.

3. The Ukrainian Catholic/Orthodox Clergy Brotherhood of the Lehigh Valley is sponsoring a bus to the
upcoming rally and protest march marking the 2nd Anniversary of the Russian invasion of Ukraine
scheduled for Saturday, February 24th, 2024. A bus will leave on Saturday morning on the 24th at
9:00 am prompt from St. Josaphat Ukrainian Catholic Church and arrive at the Lincoln Memorial,
Washington, DC, at 1:00 pm. The rally begins at 2:00 pm and will conclude with a march to the
Russian ambassador’s residence (approximately 1.3-1.5 mile walk) ending at 4:30 pm. The bus will
depart from the Capitol Hilton near McPherson Square, DC at 5:00 pm and return to St. Josaphat’s
Church around 9:30-10:00 pm. The cost to attend is $35.00 per person. We only have 35 seats
available on a first come-first served basis. To attend, please email bethlehem@ukrcatholic.org or
call St. Josaphat Rectory.

4. In consultation with our Pastoral Council, we are exploring the opportunity to have a one day Parish
Food Festival/Picnic for early summer. We will have a meeting on Thursday, February 29th at 7:00
pm in the Parish Hall to discuss possibilities for this event. All are welcome to attend.

5. A Lenten Food Collection is being held for our friends at Central Moravian Food Bank; collection
boxes are in the vestibule and hall of the church. Thank you for considering the less fortunate dur-
ing their time of need.

6. The Ukrainian Catholic/Orthodox Clergy Brotherhood of the Lehigh Valley will have their next week-
ly Moleben for Peace in Ukraine on Tuesday, February 20th, at St. Josaphat Ukrainian Catholic
Church, Bethlehem, PA, at 6:30 pm. All are encouraged to come and pray with us.

7. Holubtsi are still on sale in the Church Hall after each Divine Liturgy; they are $10.00 per container.
To purchase, please see any Tryzub member after our scheduled Divine Liturgies.

8. Holy Ghost Ukrainian Catholic Church will be hosting a Pysanky Class on February 25th at 12:00
pm at Holy Ghost Chapel in West Easton. For more information, please contact Father Paul.

9. Holy Ghost Ukrainian Catholic Church is also hosting a talk on the Russian Invasion of Ukraine and
the effects on Ukraine and Ukrainians in the Diaspora. This talk will be given by a Ukrainian history
Ph.D. candidate Andrii Zhyvachivskiy at 4:00 pm at Holy Ghost Chapel in West Easton on Saturday,
March 2nd. All are invited to attend, there is no cost; donations appreciated.

Sayings of the Desert Fathers:

Abba Poemen said, “If a person sins and
denies it by saying “l have not sinned,” do
not condemn him or you will cut off his
eaderness. But if you say, “Do not be
disheartened and do not despair, but be on
your guard in the future,” you rouse his soul
to repentance

Abba Makarius

Please don't leawve this bulletiny invthe pew or in the trashy whew yow are finished. We kindly
ask yow shawe this bulletiny with yowr loved ones. Let youwr family & friends know of the
spiritual treasure that God has for all people here at St. Josaphat's Chuwrch in Bethlehem!




Sunday Propers:
1st Sunday of the Great Fast,
the Sunday of Orthodoxy

Troparion (5): Let us the faithful acclaim and
worship the Word, co-eternal with the Father and
the Spirit, and born of the Virgin for our salva-
tion. For He willed to be lifted up on the cross in
the flesh, to suffer death and to raise the dead
by His glorious resurrection.

Troparion (2): We bow before Your sacred im-
age, O gracious Lord, and beg forgiveness for
our offenses, O Christ our God; for You, of Your
own will, deigned to ascend the cross in Your
human nature to deliver from bondage under the
enemy, those whom You created. Therefore, we
gratefully cry out to You: Through Your coming
to save the world, O Savior, You have filled all
with joy.

Kontakion (8): Glory be to the Father, and to
the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Now and for ever
and ever: Amen. O Mother of God, through you,
in the incarnation, the indescribable Word of God
became describable; for through the divine
goodness, the Word spoken from eternity be-
came an image. May we, who believe in salva-
tion, clothe ourselves in the same image both in
word and deed.

Prokimenon (4): Blessed are You, O Lord the
God of our fathers. Your Name is praised and
glorified forever.

Verse: In all that You have done Your justice is
apparent.

Epistle (Heb 11,24-40;12,1-2): Reading of the
Epistle of St. Paul to the Hebrews. Brethren: By
faith Moses, when he had grown up, refused to
be known as the son of Pharaoh’s daughter; he
chose to be ill-treated along with the people of
God rather than enjoy the fleeting pleasure of
sin. He considered the reproach of the Anointed
greater wealth than the treasures of Egypt, for
he was looking to the recompense. What more
shall | say? | have not time to tell of Gideon, Bar-
ak, Samson, Jephthah, of David and Samuel
and the prophets, who by faith conquered king-
doms, did what was righteous, obtained the
promises; they closed the mouths of lions, put
out raging fires, escaped the devouring sword;
out of weakness they were made powerful, be-
came strong in battle, and turned back foreign

Tponapi i KoHdaku:
1 Hedinst Benukozo lMocmy,
Hepina NpaBocnaB’s

Tponap (5): PiBHo6e3HavanbHe 3 OTuem i [y-
xom Cnoeo, o Big [iBn Hapogmnocs Ha cnaciH-
HSA Hawle, NMpocnaBMoO, BipHi, i MOKMoHiMcH, 60
BoHo GnarossBonuno TiNom 3iNTM Ha XpecT i
CMepTb NepeTepniTv, i BOCKPECUTUM MOMEpPSMX
CnaBHUM BOCKpPeCiHHAM CBOiM.

Tponap (2): MNpeuncromy obpasosi TBoeEMy Mo-
KnoHsiemMocs, ©Omarun, npocsyM  BiANyLWEHHS
rpixiB Hawwux, Xpucte boxe; 60 Tn 4o6poBiNLHO
3BOSIMB BUWTK TifIOM Ha XpecT, wob BubaBuTU
TUX, Wo ix Tu cTBOpMB, Bif HEBOII BOPOXOI. To-
My BOAYHO cniBaemo Tobi: Tv pagicTio HanoOBHUB
yce, Cnace Halu, WO NPUILLIOB CNacTu CBiT.

Konpak (8): Crasa Omuro, i Cury, i Cesmomy
Lyxoei, i HUHI, [ rnoecsik4yac, i Ha 6IKU 8i4Hi.
AwmiHb. HeocspkHe cnoBo OTuS, NPURHSBLUN Big
Tebe, boropoauue, nwAcbKy npupogy, cTano
OOCSDKHUM i, NPUBEPHYBLUM A0 NEPBICHOrO CTaHy
OockBepHeHuI obpas, 3’egHano moro 3 0Ooxe-
CTBEHHO Kpacow. BusHatoum cnaciHHA, 4inoM i
CINOBOM MW Lie BUSIBNISIEMO.

MpokimeH (4): BnarocrnoseHHn Tu, Mocnoawn,
Bboxe OTuiB HawwMX, i XBanbHe, i NpocrnaeneHe
im’ss TBOE Ha BiKN.

Ctux: Bbo Tu npaBegHuin y BCbOMY, LLO BYMHMB
€CU HaM.

Anocton (€Bp 11,24-40;12,1-2): /[o €speis
rnocraHHs ce. arnocmona [laséna 4YumaHHS.
BpatTs, Bipoto Morcen, konu 6yB Bupic, Bigpikcs
3BaTUCA CMHOM [OYKWM chapaoHa; BoniB paflle
CTpaxgaTtn pasoMm 3 niogom boxum, Hix gosHa-
BaTW O0YacHOI IPiXoBHOI BTixu, 60, ANBNSHYUCH
Ha Haropogy, BBaxaB 3a Oinbwe 6araTtcTBO
Hapyry BubpaHoro Hapogy Big ckapbiB €runry.
Bipoto BiH nokuHyB €runeT, He nobosiBcA Lapchb-
KOro rHiBy, 60 ctosB TBEpAO, SK Ton, Wwo Hesu-
anmoro GaunTb. Bipow BigcesitkyBaB [lacxy w
OKPOMJIEHHS KPOB'to, W06 rybuTens He TOPKHYB-
cs ixHiX nepBopogHux. Bipoto nepenwnun Yep-
BOHE MoOpe, SIK MO CyxoAoni, Wo crnpobysasLun
E€MNNTSAH, NOTONUIUCL. Bipolo €puXOHCBKI Mypu
no cemugeHHiMm obxogi Bnanu. Bipow Paxas,
O6nygHUUS, MPURHSBLUM MUPHO BMBIQyBayiB, 3
HeBipHMMN He 3aruHyna. | wo we ckaxy? Yacy



invaders. Women received back their dead
through resurrection. Some were tortured and
would not accept deliverance, in order to obtain
a better resurrection. Others endured mockery,
scourging, even chains and imprisonment. They
were stoned, sawed in two, put to death at
sword’s point; they went about in skins of sheep
or goats, needy, afflicted, tormented. The world
was not worthy of them. They wandered about in
deserts and on mountains, in caves and in crev-
ices in the earth. Yet all these, though approved
because of their faith, did not receive what had
been promised. God had foreseen something
better for us, so that without us they should not
be made perfect. Therefore, since we are sur-
rounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us
rid ourselves of every burden and sin that clings
to us and persevere in running the race that lies
before us while keeping our eyes fixed on Jesus,
the leader and perfecter of faith. For the sake of
the joy that lay before him he endured the cross,
despising its shame, and has taken his seat at
the right of the throne of God.

Alleluia Verses: Among His priests were Aaron
and Moses; among those who invoked His name
was Samuel.

Verse: They invoked the Lord and He answered.

Gospel: (Jn 1,43-51) At that time, Jesus decid-
ed to go to Galilee, and he found Philip. And Je-
sus said to him, “Follow me.” Now Philip was
from Bethsaida, the town of Andrew and Peter.
Philip found Nathanael and told him, “We have
found the one about whom Moses wrote in the
law, and also the prophets, Jesus son of Joseph,
from Nazareth.” But Nathanael said to him, “Can
anything good come from Nazareth?” Philip said
to him, “Come and see.” Jesus saw Nathanael
coming toward him and said of him, “Here is a
true Israelite. There is no duplicity in him.” Na-

He BUCTaHe MEHi, KONu 3axo[Xycs po3nosigatu
npo MegeoHa, npo Bapaka, npo CamcoHa, npo
€dry, npo dasmaga n Camyina Ta Npopokie, WO
Bipolo nigbwnn uapcTBa, uYMHWNWM CchpaBen-
NMBICTb, OBITHULUbL OCArHYNW, 3aropoannn natli
nesam, Cuy BOTHIO racunu, BiCTPS Meva YHUKa-
nn, ctaBanu CunbHi, ByBLUN HeJoNyri, Ha BilHI
NPOSIBUNN MYXHICTb, HACKOKWN Yy)XXUHLIB BigOvBa-
nu. XKiHkn gictaBanun Hasag CBOiX MOMEpPIMX, SKi
BOCKpecanu. IHWi 3arMHynn B MyKax, BiAKWUHYB-
LM BWU3BOJSIEHHS, WOO OCArHyTM ninwe BoOC-
KpeCiHHA. IHWi Hapyr i 6udiB 3a3Hanu Ta wWwe n
KanaaHiB i B’A3HWLI; IX KAMEHOBaHO, PO3pi3yBaHoO
nunoto, 6paHo Ha OonMUTW; BOHWM BMUpanu, Me-
yem 3abuUTi; TUHANUCSA B OBEYMX Ta KO3AYMX LLIKY-
pax, 36igoBaHi, rHOBNEHI, KPUBOXKEHI; BOHW, SIKMX
CBIiT He OyB BapTun, Gnykanu NycTUHAMU, ropa-
MK, neyepamu Ta 3eMHMMK BepTenamu. | BCi BO-
HW gapma wWo manu gobpe 3acBigyeHHs Bipoto,
He ogepxanu obiuysiHoro, 60 Bor 36epir Ham
LLOCb Kpalle, Wwob BoHM He ©e3 Hac ocarnu aoc-
KOHanictb. ToMy i MK, Matoun HaBKoNo cebe Taky
BENUKY XMapy CBIiAKIiB, BiAKMHbMO BCAKUIA TArap i
rpix, WO Tak nerko obmoTye, i Giximo BUTpUBano
00 3MaraHHs, Lo npu3HayeHe Ham, BOUBMAAKOYM-
cs1 NnnbHO B Icyca, 3acHOBHMKA 1 3aBepLunTens
BipY, SKMIM 3aMiCTb pagocTu, WO nepeg HUM Oy-
na, BUTEPMIB XPECT, HA COPOM He 3BepTaruu
yBaru, i kMM Bo3ciB npasopyd boxoro npecto-
ny.

AnocTtonbcbki CTuxu: Movicen i ApOH Mix Woro
cBsaleHnkamu, i Camyin Mk Tumu, wo Moro im’s
NPUKIMKaoTh.

Ctux: Bouu T[ocnoga npuknukanu, i BiH
BiANoBiaas M.

€Banrenia: (IB 1,43-51) [pyroro gHq, lcyc
BMpiWMB NiTK B Manuneto; i 3HanwosLwmn dununa,
MOBMB [0 Hboro: “lan 3a mHow”. A ByB dunun 3
Butcaign, 3 micta AHgpiesoro Ta [leTposoro.
3ycTpiB dunun HaTaHaina i ckaszaB A0 HbOrO:
“Mu 3Hanwnu Toro, Npo koro Moiceit y 3aKoHi
nucas i Npopoku, - Icyca, Nocudosoro cuHa, 3
HasapeTty.” HataHain xe nomy Ha Te: “A wWwo
pobporo moxe 6ytn 3 Hasapety?” MosuB 0o
Hboro ®unun: “Mpungn Ta nogmeucs.” MNMobaune-
wu lcyc, wo HartaHain Hagxoaus A0 HLOrO, CKa-
3aB Npo Hboro: “Ocb CNpaBXHiN i3paiNbTAHVH,
Lo HeMa B HbOMY fnykaBcTBaHaTaHain xe nomy:
“3Bigkine 3Haew meHe?” CkasaB Icyc, nmpomo-
BMBLUW 0 Hboro: “lMepuie, Hixx dunmn 3aknvkas



thanael said to him. “How do you know me?”
Jesus answered and said to him, “Before Philip
called you, | saw you under the fig tree.” Na-
thanael answered him, “Rabbi, you are the Son
of God; you are the King of Israel.” Jesus an-
swered and said to him, “Do you believe be-
cause | told you that | saw you under the fig
tree? You will see greater things than this.” And
he said to him, “Amen, amen, | say to you, you
will see the sky opened and the angels of God
ascending and descending on the Son of Man.”

It is truly right... (Or the Hirmos of the Feast):
In you, O Woman Full of Grace, the angelic
choirs and the human race - all creation - rejoic-
es. O Sanctified Temple, Mystical Paradise, and
Glory of Virgins! He, Who is our God from be-
fore all ages took flesh from you and became a
child. He made your womb a throne, and great-
er than the heavens. In you, O Woman Full of
Grace, all creation rejoices. All praise be to you!

Communion Verse: Praise the Lord from the
heavens; praise Him in the highest. Alleluia (3x)

Tebe, baumB A Tebe, gk ByB ecu nig CMOKOBHU-
ueto.” BignosiB e nomy HartaHain: “Yuutento,
™™ - CuH boxun, T - uap I3painie.” Icyc Bigka-
3aB, MOBMBLUM [0 Hboro: “Tomy, wWwo 4
Bianosinae Tob6i: BaunB A Tebe nig cCMOKOBHU-
ueto, - To 1 Bipnw! bauntumewd GinbL, Hix TE.” |
ckasaB [0 HbOro: “ICTUHHO, ICTUHHO Kaxy BaMm:
Mo6aunte Hebeca BiakpuTi 1 aHreniB boxunx, sk
BUCXOAATb Ta cxoaaTb Ha CuHa Yonosivoro.”

DocTtonHo: Tobow, bnarogaTtHa, pagie Bce
TBOPIHHSA; aHrenbCbKU Xop i NoAcbkuin pig.
CeaTuUN xpame i palo AyxXOBHWUIA, NOXBano AHis!
3 Tebe bor BonnotuBCs i CTaB XMOM'SATKOM -
npeaBivyHun bor Haw. TBoe 60 NOHO BiH Y4MHUB
CeoiMm npecTtonom, npocTopiwnm Big Hebec.
Toboto, bnarogatHa, pagie Bce TBOpiHHA. Cna-
Ba Toobi!

MpuyacHuin Ctux: Xeanite Mocnogda 3 Hebec,
xBanite Noro Ha BucoTtax. Anunys (3x)

A Group of Professionals Asked a Cohort of 4-8 Year Old Children The Question: "What
Does Love Mean?” The Answers Below May Surprise You!

'Love is when my mommy makes coffee for my daddy and she takes a sip before giving it to him, to
make sure the taste is OK.' Danny - age 8

'Love is what's in the room with you at Christmas if you stop opening presents and just listen.' Bobby -
age 7 (Wow!)

'If you want to learn to love better, you should start with a friend who you hate.' Nikka - age 6 (we need
a few million more Nikka's on this planet)

'My mommy loves me more than anybody. You don't see anyone else kissing me to sleep at night.'
Clare - age 6

'Love is when Mommy sees Daddy smelly and sweaty and still says he is handsomer than Robert
Redford.' Chris - age 7

'Love is when your puppy licks your face even after you left him alone all day.' Mary Ann - age 4

'When you love somebody, your eyelashes go up and down and little stars come out of you.' (what an
image!) Karen - age 7

'Love is when Mommy sees Daddy on the toilet and she doesn't think it's gross...' Mark - age 6

And the final one: The winner was a four year old child whose next door neighbor was an elderly gen-
tleman who had recently lost his wife. Upon seeing the man cry, the little boy went into the old gentle-

man's yard, climbed onto his lap, and just sat there. When his mother asked what he had said to the
neighbor, the little boy said, 'Nothing, | just helped him cry.'



THE LIVES OF THE SAINTS
Edited for the Bulletin; Compiled from Various Sources—For Local Use Only,

The Commemoration of the Miracle of the Great Martyr Theodore the Recruit
(The 1st Saturday of Great and Holy Lent, February 17th)

The Holy Great Martyr Theodore the Recruit was a soldier in the city
of Amaseia in Pontus (modern-day Turkey) on the coast of the Black
Sea, under the command of the regimental commander Brincus.
Saint Theodore was ordered to offer sacrifice to idols, but he pro-
claimed his faith in Christ the Savior in a loud voice. Brincus gave
him a few days to think it over, during which time the Saint prayed.
Theodore was then accused of setting a pagan temple on fire and
destroying the idol of Rhea, and so he was thrown into prison to be
starved to death. The Lord Jesus Christ appeared to him there, com-
forting and encouraging him. When he was brought before the Gov-
ernor Publius, Theodore boldly confessed his faith, for which he was
subjected to new torments and condemned to be burnt alive. The
Great Martyr Theodore mounted an enormous pyre, and after he
made the Sign of the Cross, the wood was lit, but the Holy Spirit
cooled the flames. Saint Theodore stood in the flames, praising and
glorifying God. Then he gave his holy soul into God's hands, and the
onlookers saw his soul ascending to Heaven, according to the author
of his Life, who was also an eyewitness.

This occurred in about the year 306 under the Roman Emperor Galerius (305-311). Unharmed by the
fire, Saint Theodore's body was buried under a widow's house in the city of Eukhaita, not far from Ama-
seia. Later, his relics were transferred to Constantinople, to the church which bears his name. His head
is in the city of Gaeto, Italy.

Fifty years after Saint Theodore’s martyrdom, Emperor Julian the Apostate (361-363), devised a plan to
corrupt the Christians during the first week of Great Lent. He knew that Christians purify themselves
through fasting, especially during this week (which is why it is known as Clean Week). Therefore, he or-
dered the Polemarch (military leader) of Constantinople to go secretly and sprinkle all the food in the
marketplace with the blood of animals which had been offered in sacrifice to idols. Saint Theodore ap-
peared to Archbishop Eudoxios in a dream, telling him to assemble all the Christians on Monday morn-
ing and tell them that they must not buy any food from the marketplace; instead they were to boil some
kollyva and to eat it with some honey during that week. The hierarch asked Saint Theodore what he
meant by kollyva. He replied, “Kollyva is what we call boiled wheat in Euchaita.” Thus the scheme of the
idol-worshipping emperor was thwarted and the pious people were preserved undefiled during Clean
Week. This is the miracle commemorated every 1st Saturday of Great and Holy Lent.

Ever since the middle of the fifth century,In remembrance of this occurrence, the Eastern Churches com-
memorates the holy Great Martyr Theodore the Recruit each year on the first Saturday of Great Lent.
Especially in Greek Churches, on Friday evening, at the Divine Liturgy of the Presanctified Gifts, after
the prayer at the Ambo, the Canon to the Holy Great Martyr Theodore, composed by Saint John of Da-
mascus, is sung. After this, kollyva is blessed and distributed to the faithful. The celebration of the Great
Martyr Theodore on the first Saturday of Great Lent was established by Patriarch Nektarios of Constanti-
nople (381-397).

In iconography, Saint Theodore the Recruit is depicted in four different ways: either alone in military
garb, battling a large snake, or together with Saint Theodore the Commander, standing upright or riding
horses. He always wears his military uniform.

We pray to Saint Theodore the Recruit for the recovery of stolen articles.


https://images.oca.org/icons/lg/february/0217theodore-recruit.jpg

St. Josaphat Ukrainian Catholic Church
“Where Faith and Tradition Meet”

1826 Kenmore Avenue
Bethlehem, PA 18018

Main (normal business): (610) 865-2521
For emergencies, call: (215) 300-9147
E-Mail: bethlehem@ukrcatholic.org
Website: www.stjosaphatbethlehem.org

Rev. Paul J. Makar, Pastor
Mrs. Carol Hanych, Cantor
Ms. Kimberly McGowan, Parish Secretary

Glory to Jesus Christ! Cnaea Icycy Xpucmy!

We welcome you to our parish family and invite you to worship with us in a most ancient
Church of the Christian East. We are happy to have you with us, and we are honored to
share our Ukrainian Catholic tradition of prayer and spirituality with you, your family, and
your friends. If you have any questions or comments, please do not hesitate to bring them
to Father Paul or one of our parishioners. Our doors and our hearts are open to you. May
God'’s blessings be with you always!

Icons Show the Human Face of God

In recent months my Sunday reflections have
frequently focused on our Christian brothers
and sisters of the East. Wishing as it were to
embrace their rich tradition of faith in a single
glance, today I would like to refer once again to
the sense of mystery which is apparent in their
icons. The East and the West vie with each other
to put their art at the service of the faith.

But from the East, where icons had to be de-
fended with bloodshed in the iconoclast crisis of
the eighth and ninth centuries, comes a particu-
lar call jealously to preserve the religious nature
of this art. It is based on the mystery of the In-
carnation, in which God chose to assume a hu-
man face. In the last analysis, sacred art seeks to
transmit something of the mystery of that face.

This is why the East firmly insists on the spiri-
tual qualities which must characterize the artist,

to whom Simeon of Thessalonica, the great de-
fender of Tradition, addresses this important ex-
hortation: “Teach with words, write with letters,
paint with colors, in conformity with Tradition;
the painting is true, as is the writing of books;
and the grace of God is present in them, because
what is represented there is holy.”

By contemplating icons in the whole context
of liturgical and ecclesial life, the Christian com-
munity is called to grow in its experience of God,
and to become more and more a living icon of
the communion of life between the Three Divine
Persons.

Pope John Paul IT
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