SUNDAY OF THE FATHERS OF THE FIRST COUNCIL
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Icon of the Fathers of the First Ecumenical Council of Nicea




Sat, May 11"

Sun, May 12":

Mon, May 13™:

Tue, May 14"

Wed, May 15™:

Thu, May 16™:
Fri, May 17"

Sat, May 18™:

Sun, May 19":

WEEKLY SCHEDULE OF SERVICES AND EVENTS

The Apostles Cyril and Methodius, Teachers of the Slavs

2:45 pm: Confessions.

4:00 pm: Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom; Intention for +Christine Hanas,
by Natasha Zajac.

The Sunday of the Fathers of the First Ecumenical Council of Nicaea —
MOTHER’S DAY

8:45 am: Confessions.

10:00 am: Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom (Eng.) with Panachyda for our
All of Our Deceased Mothers; Intention for +John Zallie (1 Year Anniversary),
by Mary Beth Zallie

The Martyr Glyceria
9:00 am: Daily Matins; Panachyda for +Bohdan and Christine Kulchyckyj, by
the Kulchyckyj Family.

The Martyr Isidore
6:30 pm: Moleben to the Mother of God for Peace in Ukraine, Assumption of
the BVM Ukrainian Orthodox Church, Northampton, PA.

The Venerable Father Pachomius the Great
9:00 am: Daily Matins

The Venerable Father Isidore
9:00 am: Daily Matins

The Apostles Andronicus and His Companions
No Divine Services.

All-Souls Saturday (Sorokousty) V

9:00 am: Matins for the Deceased (Parastas)

2:45 pm: Confessions.

4:00 pm: Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom; Intention for God’s Blessings
on Our Living and Deceased Parishioners.

Pentecost Sunday (HOLY DAY OF OBLIGATION)

8:45 am: Confessions.

10:00 am: Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom (Ukr.); Intention for God’s
Blessings on Chase Fanelli and Mary Ann Hester, by Matt Kenenitz and Fr.
Paul.

6:00 pm: Great Vespers With The Kneeling Prayers To The Holy Spirit

PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS:.

1. As we celebrate Mother’s Day this weekend, please do not forget to keep all of our living and de-
ceased mothers of our family, friends, and parish in your prayers. May the Holy Theotokos keep all
of our mothers under her protection and may God bless all of our mothers for what they do - mHoras
nita! Also, may the memories of our deceased mothers be eternal - BiyuHaa nam’aTb!

2. Congratulations to our Archeparchial Seminarian Subdeacon Bohdan Vasyliv and also Subdeacon
Ihor Demydas, who will be ordained to the Holy Order of Deacon on Sunday, June 9th, 2024, at
10:00 am at the Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception in Philadelphia. Please



keep them in your prayers; Axios!!

3. We will be scheduling a parish clean up and changing of vestments on Saturday, May 25th, 2024.
The time for this event will be posted in next week’s bulletin. We can use all the help we can get.
NOTICE FOR PARENTS: This is a great way to have your junior high/high schooler to earn service
credit hours! For more information, contact St. Josaphat Rectory or Carol Seiling.

4. The Ukrainian Catholic/Orthodox Clergy Brotherhood of the Lehigh Valley will have their next week-
ly Moleben for Peace in Ukraine on Tuesday, May 14th, at Assumption of the BVM Ukrainian Ortho-
dox Church, Northampton, PA, at 6:30 pm. All are encouraged to come and pray with us.

5. Mark your calendars! The St. Josaphat Tryzub Association will be holding their Annual Parish Fami-
ly Day at the Iron Pigs Coca Cola Park on Sunday, June 9th, 2024. For ordering tickets and more
information, please see the ad in the back of this bulletin or the flyer posted in Church.

6. We thank everyone who came out to lend a hand with the last pyrohy/noodle sale at Holy Ghost
Ukrainian Catholic Church last Tuesday and Wednesday. Thank you for your support!

Please remember to pray for the sick, for those who are shut-in, and for all those who have requested,
or are in need of, our prayers:

Anna Kapustiak Amelia Balandovich Ethel Bednarchek

Slava Harasymovych Oleh Balaziuk Nick Hanych
Nicholas Hanych Maria Wetherill Helen Karol
Maria Dowhan Bob Taylor Anna Smolij
Rev. Paul Wolensky Michael Hys Mary Ann Cokos

Subdeacon Bohdan Vasyliv Subdeacon Ihor Demydas
All of Our Archeparchial Seminarians

If anyone knows of someone in need of our prayers, or who is sick or shut in and cannot make it to church,
please contact Father Paul via email or telephone as listed on the cover of this bulletin.

Sunday Propers:

The Sunday of the Holy Fathers of the First
Ecumenical Council of Nicea

(Seventh Paschal Sunday)

First Antiphon: All you peoples, clap your
hands; shout to God with cries of gladness.
Through the prayers of the Mother of God, O
Savior, save us.

For the Lord, the Most High, we must fear; great
King over all the earth. Through the prayers of
the Mother of God, O Savior, save us.

He subdues peoples under us, and nations un-
der our feet. Through the prayers of the Mother
of God, O Savior, save us.

God ascends amid shouts of joy; the Lord as-
cends amid sounds of trumpets. Through the
prayers of the Mother of God, O Savior, save us.

Glory be . . .
ten. ..

Now and forever . . . Only Begot-

Third Antiphon: Come, let us sing joyfully to the

Tponapi i KoHdaku:

Hedinsi Cesmux Omuie ([epwozo
BceneHcbko20 Cobopy y Hikei)

(7-a Hedins lMacxu)

AHTuboH 1: Yci Hapoau, 3annewlite pykamu,
KNMkHITb o [ocnoga romnocoMm  pagocTu.
Monuteamun Boropoauui, Cnace, cnacu Hac.

bo lNocnogb BceBuwHin, moryTtHin Bnagap no
Bcin 3emni. MonutBamn bBoropoauui, Cnace,
cnacu Hac.

BiH nigkopuB nwogen Ham, i Hapogu nig Horu
Hawi. MonutBamn Boropoauui, Cnace, cnacu
Hac.

3inwos bor nig oknuku Beceni, ocnogb - nig,
ronoc cypmu. MonutBamn Boropoguui, Cnace,
cnacu Hac.

Cnasa Omuto . . . | HUHIi . . .
Cuny . ..

€0uHOpPOdHUU

Antudon 3: [lpungite, pagicHo 3acniBamo



Lord; let us acclaim God, our Savior. Son of
God, who ascended in glory, save us who sing
to You: Alleluia.

Let us come before His face with praise, and
acclaim Him in psalms. Son of God, who as-
cended in glory, save us who sing to You: Allelu-
ia.

For God is the great Lord and the great king over
all the earth. Son of God, who ascended in glory,
save us who sing to You: Alleluia.

Hymn of the Little Entrance: Come, let us wor-
ship and fall down before Christ. Son of God,
who ascended in glory, save us who sing to You:
Alleluia.

Troparion (6): Angelic powers were upon Your
tomb and the guards became like dead men;
Mary stood before Your tomb seeking Your most
pure body. You captured Hades without being
overcome by it. You met the Virgin and granted
life. O Lord risen from the dead, glory be to You!

Troparion - Ascension (4): You ascended in
glory, O Christ our God; You delighted the disci-
ples with the promise of the Holy Spirit. Through
this blessing, they were assured, that You are
the Son of God, the Redeemer of the world.

Troparion - Holy Fathers (8): O Christ our God,
You are most glorified, for You established our
fathers as lights upon the earth. Through them
You led us to the true faith. O most merciful
Lord, glory be to You!

Kontakion - Holy Fathers (8): Glory be to the
Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.
The preaching of the apostles and the decisions
of the fathers have established the true faith of
the Church which she wears as the garment of
truth, fashioned from the theology on high. She
justly governs and glorifies the great mystery of
worship.

Kontakion - Ascension (4): Now and for ever
and ever: Amen. When You fulfilled the plan of
salvation for us and united all things on earth to
those in heaven, O Christ our God, You ascend-
ed in glory, never leaving us, but remaining ever-
present. For You proclaimed to those who love
You: | am with you and no one else has power
over you.

Prokimenon (4): Blessed are You, and praise-

locnogesi, BocknukHim  Bory, Cnacutencsi
Hawomy. Crnacu Hac, CnHy Boxun, Wo Bo3HicAa y
cnasi, cniaemo Tobi: Anunys.

Mpunaim 3 noxeanamu nepen o6nuyys Woro, i
ncanmvamu BOCKMMKHIM Momy. Cnacu Hac, CuHy
boxun, Wwo Bos3Hica y cnaei, cnisaemo Tob6i:
Anunys.

Bbo bor Benukuii Nocnoaek, i Lap BENUKMIA NO BCIN
3emni. Cnacu Hac, CuHy Boxun, o BO3Hicsa y
cnasi, cnisaemo Tob6i: Anunys.

Manun Bxia: MNpuingite, NoknoHiMcs i npunagim
o Xpucta. Cnacu Hac, CuHy boxun, wo
BO3Hiccs Ha Hebo, cniBaemo Tobi, Anunysi.

Tponap (6): AHrenbcbki cunm Ha rpobi TBOIM, i
cTopoXi oMepTBinu; Mapisi X ctosina npu rpobi,
WyKatoun npeymctoro Tina Teoro. lNonoHns Tu
aj i HenepeMOXeHUn Big HbOro, 3ycTpis Tu [isy,
Japytoun  xuTTta.  Bockpecnun 3 MepTBuX,
Nocnogwn, cnasa To0i!

Tponap - Bo3HeciHHA (4): BosHicca Tu B criasi,
Xpucte boxe Haw, YyYMHMBLUM YYHAM pagicTb,
ob6iTyBaHHAM Cssatoro [yxa, i ckpinus ix CBoiM
onarocrnoBeHHAM, ©60 Tu - CuH Boxuin,
BM3BOMUTENb CBITY.

Tponap - OtuiB (8): [lNpenpocnaeneHuni Twu,
Xpucte boxe Haw, wo Ha 3emni OTUiB HalMX
no sBMB CBITUMAMW i HAMKU HaBIiB YCiX Hac Ha
icTMHHY Bipy. Baratomunocepgnui, cnaea Tobi!

KoHnpak - OtuiB (8): Cnasa Omuto, i CuHy, i
Cesamomy [yxoei. NponosigyBaHHA anocToniB i
pormatn OTuiB yTBepamnu Llepksu eauHy Bipy,
HOCAYM pU3Y ICTUHKW, BUTKAHY 3 BULLUHLOIO
borocnos'ss, BOHa NpaBO MNpaBuTb | CNaBUTb
BenuKe TaiHCTBO Onaro4vecTs.

KoHpak - Bo3HeciHHs (6): / HuHi, i noscskyac, i
Ha 8iKu 8i4Hi. AMiHb. BVWKOHaBLUX [OiN0 HaLIoro
chnaciHHA i, 3’egHaBWN 3eMHUX 3 HebecHumuU, y
cnasi BosHicca Tu, Xpucte boxe Haw, He
Bignyyarounch 30BCiM Big, Hac, ane
nepebyBalun 3 HaMu HEBIACTYNHO, Tu KnNnyew
[0 Tux, wo nodnate Tebe. Ocb A 3 BaMU i HIXTO
i He nepemoxe Bac!

MpokimeH (4): BnarocnoseHHun Tu, ocnogm



worthy, O Lord, the God of our fathers, and glori-
ous forever is Your name.

Verse: In all that You have done Your justice is
apparent.

Epistle (Acts 20,16-18;28-36): In those days,
Paul had decided to sail past Ephesus in order
not to lose time in the province of Asia, for he
was hurrying to be in Jerusalem, if at all possi-
ble, for the day of Pentecost. From Miletus he
had the presbyters of the church at Ephesus
summoned. When they came to him, he ad-
dressed them, “You know how | lived among you
the whole time from the day | first came to the
province of Asia. Keep watch over yourselves
and over the whole flock of which the holy Spirit
has appointed you overseers, in which you tend
the church of God that he acquired with his own
blood. | know that after my departure savage
wolves will come among you, and they will not
spare the flock. And from your own group, men
will come forward perverting the truth to draw the
disciples away after them. So be vigilant and
remember that for three years, night and day, |
unceasingly admonished each of you with tears.
And now | commend you to God and to that gra-
cious word of his that can build you up and give
you the inheritance among all who are conse-
crated. | have never wanted anyone’s silver or
gold or clothing. You know well that these very
hands have served my needs and my compan-
ions. In every way | have shown you that by hard
work of that sort we must help the weak, and
keep in mind the words of the Lord Jesus who
himself said, ‘It is more blessed to give than to
receive’.” When he had finished speaking he
knelt down and prayed with them all.

Alleluia Verse: The God of gods, the Lord, has
spoken and summoned the earth, from the rising
of the sun to its setting.

Verse: Summon before Me, My people who
made a covenant with Me by sacrifice.

Gospel (John 17:1-13): At that time, Jesus
raised his eyes to heaven and said, “Father, the
hour has come. Give glory to your son, so that
your son may glorify you, just as you gave him
authority over all people, so that he may give
eternal life to all you gave him. Now this is eter-
nal life, that they should know you, the only true
God, and the one whom you sent, Jesus Christ. |

Bboxe OTuiB HalMx, i XBanbHe N NpocCraBlieHe
im’a TBO€E NOBIKWN.

Ctux: bo Tu npaBegHMn y BCbOMY, LLO BYMHUB
Tw Hawm.

Anoctonb (Oiaum 20,16-18;28-36): Tumu
AHamu, lNaeno Bupiwme nnuctu nonpu Edec,
wob He Gaputucsa B Asii; nocniwae 60, Wob no
3M03i, Ha pgeHb [TatTngecatHuudi Oyt B
E€pycanumi. 3 Minety BiH nocrnaB y Edec i
npuknukae npecsitepiB LlepkBu. Konu X BOHK
NPUALINKM OO HbOro, BiH A0 HMX NPoOMOBMB: “Bu
3HaEeTe, 9K 3 MEepLUoro AHA, KOnMM s BCTYNUB Y
A3ito, yBecb 4ac NnoBoauBCs 3 Bamu. 3BaxanTe
Ha camux cebe 11 Ha Bce CTago, Hag skum [lyx
CBATMI NocTaBMB Bac enuckonamu, o6 nacnu
Llepksy Boxy, wo ii BiH npuabaB KpoB'to
BNacHoto. # 3Hato, Wwo no MoiM BigxoAi BBiNOYTb
NMOMK BaC BOBKM XWXi, SKi He WaguTUMyTb
ctaga. Ta W 3nNOMDK Bac camMux MOBCTaHyTb
noay, Wo roBOpUTUMYTb MOryGHi pedi, Wwo6
NnoTArHyTM 3a coboto y4uHiB. Tomy uJyBanTe,
npuragynte cobi, WO 9 TpU POKU, HiY i AeHb, He
rnepectaBaB KOXHOMO 3 Bac i3 Crbo3amu
HaBoaUTM Ha po3yM. A Tenep nepejaw Bac
Borosi i cnoBy woro 6Gnarogati, WO MOXe
30ygyBaTm 1M gatv BaM cnafwuHy Mix ycima
ocBadeHnMn. Hi cpibna, Hi 3onoTa, aHi ogexi s
He BMMaraB Hi Big Koro. Bu cami 3HaeTe, WO
MOiM noTpebam i TuX, siki 30 MHOK, CITYXXUNK oL
pykM. Y BCbOMYy s MNoOka3aB BaMm, Lo, TakK
npadtotoumn, Tpeba gonomaratn criaboCUnbHUM i
nam'statu cnosa [ocnoga lIcyca, wo cam
ckasaB: ‘binble wacta - gaBatu, Hix bpatn.”
lMpomoBMBLLK Le, BiH yNaB Ha KorniHa i 3 ycima
HUMM NOYaB MOMNUTUCS.

Anoctonbebki Ctux: bor [ocnogb npopik,
MOKMMKaB 3eMNio Bid CXO4y COHUA [0 WOro
3axoay.

Ctux: 36epitb MeHi Moix noboxHux, ski Hag
XepTBOK Cot03 30 MHOI yYnHUN.

€BaHdrenia (Iean 17,1-13): Toro uacy, lcyc,
nigBiBWKM o4i cBoi A0 Heba, npokasas: “Otuve,
npuiwna roguHa! MNpocnae cBoro CuHa, wWwob
CwvH TBIM Tebe npocnasuBe, 3rigHO 3 BNagoto, Lo
il TM gaB MOMY Hag YCSAKMM TifoM: gapyBaTu
XUTTS BiYHE TUM, SIKMX TU nepefas romy. A
BiYHE XUTTHA Yy TOMy, W06 BOHM cnisHanu Tebe,
eanHoro, ictuHHoro bora, i Toboto nocnaHoro -



glorified you on earth by accomplishing the work
that you gave me to do. Now glorify me, Father,
with you, with the glory that | had with you before
the world began. | revealed your name to those
whom you gave me out of the world. They be-
longed to you, and you gave them to me, and
they have kept your word. Now they know that
everything you gave me is from you, because
the words you gave to me | have given to them,
and they accepted them and truly understood
that | came from you, and they have believed
that you sent me. | pray for them. | do not pray
for the world but for the ones you have given me,
because they are yours, and everything of mine
is yours and everything of yours is mine, and |
have been glorified in them. And now | will no
longer be in the world, but they are in the world,
while | am coming to you. Holy Father, keep
them in your name that you have given me, so
that they may be one just as we are. When | was
with them | protected them in your name that you
gave me, and | guarded them, and none of them
was lost except the son of destruction, in order
that the scripture might be fulfilled. But now | am
coming to you. | speak this in the world so that
they may share my joy completely.”

Instead of /It is truly right..., the Irmos: O my
soul, extol the Lord, Who, in glory ascended
bodily into heaven. We, the faithful, with one ac-
cord extol you, O Mother of God; for, in a man-
ner beyond our understanding and expression,
you gave birth in time to the Lord, Whom time
cannot contain.

Communion Verse: Praise the Lord from the
heavens; praise Him in the highest. Exult, you
just, in the Lord; praise from the upright is fitting.
Alleluia (3x).

Instead of We have seen the true light. . .: Be
exalted above the heavens, O God, and let Your
glory be over all the earth.

Instead of May our mouths be filled . . .: Be ex-
alted above the heavens, O God, and let Your
glory be over all the earth. Alleluia (3x).

Icyca Xpucta. A Tebe Ha 3emni npocnasuBs,
BMKOHABLUM Te [ino, fKke TM [OaB MeHi [0
BMKOHaHHSA. Tenep >xe npocnaB meHe, OTye, y
cebe - cnasotwo Tiew, wWo ii maB y cebe nepen
TMM, 49Kk noctaB cBiT! A o00'aBMB TBOE iM's
nogam, AKMx TU Big CBITY nepenasB MeHi. BoHu
Oynu TBOI, T X nepegaB MeHi ix, i 36epernu
BOHM CIOBO TBOE. HuHi 36arHynu BOHM, WO BCe
ToOOlO OaHe MeHi - Big Tebe; cnoBa 60, To6oOMO
MEHi gaHi, s M gaB, i CPUNHANKN BOHW X, i
cnpaegi 36arHynu, wo Big Tebe s BMAWOB, i
yBipyBanu, o T MeHe nocnas. Moo X 3a HUX:
He 3a CBIT MOS0, N1Lle 3a TUX, SKUX T nepenas
MeHi, 60 BOHM - TBOI. | Bce MOe TBO€, TBOE X -
MOE€, i B HUX A npocrasmecs. A Bxe Binbl He y
CBITi, @ BOHM Yy CBITi, i 94 oo Tebe ngy. Otye
Ceartun! 3apagn imeHn TBOro Gepexu ix, Tux,
Lo ix TM MeHi nepeaas, Wo6 6yno ogHo, sk mu!
ByBlWYX 3 HAMK Yy CBITi, 9 Bepir iX y TBOE iM'S; TUX,
SKUX TW nepedasB MeHi, s iX cTepir, i HIXTO 3 HUX
He nponae, nvwe cuH 3arubeni, Wob 36ynocs
MucanHs. Tenep xe igy o Tebe, i kaxy Te, y
CBiTi OyBLIK, WOO BOHM pagoLliB MOIX Manu y
cobi BLepTb.”

3amictb [JocmoidHo . . . lpmoc: Benuuan,
aywe wmo4, [ocrnoga, wWo TiNnoM y cnasi Ha
Hebeca BosHiccs. Tebe, maTip Boxy, Wo noHaa
yCcsike PO3YMIHHSA i CNOBO HeckasaHHO B 4aci
nopoguna BiyHoro, mwu, BipHi, OAHOA4YMHO
BEMMYaEMO.

MpuyacHuin Ctux: Xeanitb Mocnoga 3 Hebec,
xBanite Woro Ha BucoTax. PagywTtecs, npaseaHi,
B locnogi, npaBMM HanexuTb noxesana. Anunys
(3x).

3amictb Mu 6aqunu ceimso . . .: Bo3Hecucda
Ha Hebeca, Boxe, i no Bcih 3emni cnasa TBoS.

3amicTb Hexali cnoeHssimbcsi ycma Hawi . . ..
BosHecuca Ha Hebeca, Boxe, i no Bci 3emni
cnaea Tosi. Anunys (3p).
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Confession \ Cnosion

Call for Appointment/3ameregporyeamu na npuiiom, or/abo :
Every Saturday : from 2:45 PM - 3:30 PM / 1locybomu : 3 14:45 do 15:30
Every Sunday: from 8:45 AM - 9:30 AM / 1{onediri: 3 8:45 do 9:30




You need to prove
Godiexists. WhY?

WHEN IS IT TIME TO SCHISM? (PART I)

By Rod Dreher, Reproduced from https://tinyurl.com/mt229fmj.
Edited for the Bulletin, For Local Use Only.

Pastor’s Note: This is a long article from substack authored by Rod Dreher, a former Protestant
Christian who converted to Catholicism and later to Eastern Orthodoxy. We post this here not
because of the author’s faith but because this is an excellent piece not only on how divisions
occur in a church when the Truth is not preached or adhered to, but also why Church authority is
important, and most of all, why it is important that the faith be LIVED (and not merely cruised
through by doing the absolute minimum and not even understanding why we believe what we
believe). The second part of this article will be posted next week.

Here’s an account by a conservative Methodist pastor about how progressive United Methodists brought
the denomination together by driving the conservatives out. | don’t know enough about the details of
what happened to the United Methodists to be able to judge the accuracy of this account, but the story
the pastor tells is right in line with how progressives in power behave in all churches. It’'s such a familiar
story by now that whenever there is even the slightest manifestation of progressive nonsense in the Or-
thodox churches, usually masking itself as a sincere desire for “dialogue,” or somesuch phony twaddle, |
want to yell from the rooftops

As you know, | left Methodism many years ago, but I'm still sorry to see this split in the church in which |
grew up (the local congregation, | mean). Nevertheless, as someone who has gone through a literal di-
vorce, | agree that as heartbreaking as it can be, there are times when there is nothing of substance left
in a marriage, and both parties should go their separate ways. About this situation, | only know hearsay,
and don’t want to speculate much, because | have friends and family on both sides. My understanding is
that the Remainers (those who voted to stay with the national denomination) included people who were
genuinely more liberal in their theology (read: pro-LGBT), others who may have had mixed feelings
about LGBT but who didn’t want to appear unwelcoming, and those whose conservatism was not moral
or theological, but more along the lines of Don’t Rock The Boat.

Normalizing homosexuality is a very, very big deal, no matter which side you are on. Some progressives
have a habit of accusing conservatives of making too big a deal of it. But this is hypocritical. If it weren’t


https://tinyurl.com/mt229fmj
https://www.firstthings.com/web-exclusives/2024/05/united-methodism-how-conservatives-won-the-debate-but-lost-the-denomination

a big deal, then progressives wouldn’t wreck whole denominations over it. To be fair, if | believed about
homosexuality and the human person what progressives believe, | would probably be doing exactly what
they’re doing, as a matter of justice. | would hope, though, that | would have the humility to recognize
that what | was asking of my fellow churchmen was to accept and affirm a massive theological and his-
torical change within Christianity, one that overturns the clear and unambiguous testimony of Scripture
and Tradition. But they don’t. Those people typically act like it's no big deal, except to the bigots who
resist Progress.

Again, though: if | really believed that homosexuality (and transgenderism) had the moral quality of race
(which is to say, was morally neutral), and | also believed that people in any given era have the right to
interpret the Bible in ways that they feel better suit the needs of the church in this time and place, then
yeah, | would accept the progressive side. | say this to underscore that | don’t think progressives are
always villains on this issue. | think some of them, and maybe most of them, are sincere. But | also think
they either don’t understand, or refuse to understand, the violence they do to normative Christianity, for
the sake of achieving their goal. After all, if it is permitted to interpret Scripture and Tradition to conform
to what a particular community, in a particular time and a particular place, wants, then on what grounds
do you stand against the racist Southern Methodists of ages past, who truly convinced themselves that
the Bible teaches segregation, and all of it? Granted, all readings of the Bible are inescapably interpre-
tive, and there is no such thing as a fully objective judge who can authoritatively interpret Scripture and
Tradition without the possibility of error, and whose judgments everyone can accept as valid.

Catholicism and Orthodoxy have their own internal methods for determining theological truth and false-
hood. | don’t know how it works within various Protestant denominations, though. The point is, all eccle-
sial bodies have to have within them an agreed-upon method of authoritatively determining moral and
theological truth. Simply as a sociological claim, if a church body cannot agree on an authoritative
means of resolving these questions, what holds it together, except some combination of sentiment and
historical inertia?

Standing outside the Methodist drama — a drama that is also being played out in many other churches
(Catholic ones too, and soon we Orthodox will face this) — one sees how the final end game for Christi-
anity in modernity is dissolution. Hear me out.

What it means to be modern is to be free of the weight of the past, and of any unchosen obligations. It is
to be liberated as a choosing individual. As Patrick Deneen argues in his great book Why Liberalism
Failed, it failed because it succeeded! That is, liberalism (meaning classical liberalism, in both its left-
wing and right-wing manifestations) has been everywhere triumphant ... but it turns out that you cannot
run a society based on the idea that everyone starts with a blank slate, and is free to pick and choose
whatever “truths” they want.

All societies have to have a broadly shared concept of How The World Works. It is not enough to rely on
the procedural framework of a liberal republic. There has to be a fundamental unchosen basis on which
to base a society of choice. That is, there has to be a way to order liberty.

Until the last few decades, the United States was a Christian society. This does not mean it was a coun-
try filled with saints. It meant that the Narrative by which Americans understood How The World Works
was that provided by the Bible and the traditions emerging from biblical religion. | think of my friend and
this newsletter’'s reader Giuseppe Scalas, who told me once how fondly he recalls a Marxist professor
from his university days. Giuseppe told me that the Marxist celebrated Christmas and all the things, not
because he believed in it, but because he loved being ltalian, and this is what Italians do. | get that! |
don’t find anything hypocritical about that.

Nevertheless, when hard decisions have to be made about how we are to live together, they have to be
made by legitimate authorities exercising legitimate authority. A court (say) that issues a ruling that
most people regard as illegitimate can only see its order carried out as a manifestation of raw power.
Power is not the same thing as authority. Similarly, a court that is itself regarded as an illegitimate body
might reach the “correct” rulings, but they have no force (except as an exercise in tyranny) if most peo-



ple do not accept that court as legitimate.

There are times in the life of a nation, of a church, and of any collective, where the differences in authori-
ty become irreconcilable. In a nation, when you have civil war, Americans of the 1860s were no longer
able to agree to live and let live on the question of slavery. In a church, this results in schism. Neither of
these fates should be desired, or accepted except as a last resort. But unless you have made an idol of
the Nation, or the Church — that is, unless your ultimate end in life, the final authority, is the Country
and its institutions, or the Church — then civil war (or a peaceful divorce, as the Czech Republic and
Slovakia did after Communism ended) or schism has to be a possibility. A fate to be avoided if at all pos-
sible, but something that must be a last resort if Living In Truth is the most important thing.

| see why schism is such a difficult and painful thing for Catholics and Orthodox, who profess a theology
that sees the church not so much as an institution but as an organic entity (the Body of Christ). | thought
that church as the Body of Christ was only a metaphor, until | became a Catholic, and entered into the
more historically traditional, sacramental way of thinking about church (a way that is also normative in
Orthodoxy). Then | began to understand why schism is viewed with horror.

To be fair to Protestants, as an enthusiastic young Catholic convert, | used to join in the sneering at the
fissiparous Protestants, who were adrift without our superior ecclesiology, which includes the Magisteri-
um (teaching authority) of the Church. But you don’t have to be around long to see that this is a coping
mechanism. Within Catholicism — at least in the Western countries — there is all manner of dissent,
even radical dissent, even among clergy. Unity under authority is an illusion.

Back in 2014, | think it was, | was at a private conference of conservative intellectual Christians, most of
whom were Catholics. It was fascinating to listen to the oldest Catholics in the room, all of whom were
formed as young Catholic scholars in a period of church life when yes, there were liberals and there
were conservatives, but there was general agreement on the validity of Church authority, and the
bounds of both liberal and conservative thought were understood and implicitly accepted. The Second
Vatican Council blew that all to smithereens.

During one of the breaks, | heard a couple of the younger Catholic scholars in the room — teachers at
Catholic universities — observe that the older folks had no real understanding of how totally ignorant of
Catholic theology and tradition students today are. They really do show up at college convinced that
they are fully and authentically Catholic not because of anything they believe, but because they
were baptized and brought up Catholic. Whatever they, as freely choosing individuals, chose to be-
lieve was Catholic (“Catholic”) by virtue of the fact that as Catholics, they approved of it. And they had
no understanding of why this was problematic.

How can any church — Catholic, Orthodox, whatever — hold together with people in it who have no
shared belief, and (more to the point) no shared agreement on authority? If you had walked into the St.
Francisville Methodist church in 1973, and risen to speak after the sermon, telling them that you were an
emissary from the future, and in fifty years, this congregation will break apart over the question of gay
marriage and normalizing homosexuality — well, people would have called Sheriff Percy to come haul
the lunatic to the asylum over in Jackson. It would have been completely incomprehensible, because the
boundaries of the moral imagination of individual Methodists in that congregation could not have encom-
passed such an idea. Whatever their own thoughts about homosexuality, the Bible was very clear on the
subject, so obviously — obviously — the so-called time traveler was a lunatic.

And yet, it happened exactly like that.
[To Be Continued Next Week . . .]

Please don't leawe this bulletiny invthe pew or in the trashy when yow are finished. We kindly
ask yow shawe this bulletiny withv your loved ones. Let your family & friends know of the
spiritual treasue that God has for all people here at St. Josaphat's Chuwch in Bethlehem!




DONT EVEN THINK
ABOUT IT.

June 9, 2024 Iron Pigs vs Bisons
Gates open: 12:30 Game Time: 1:35

3rd Base Party Porch

$40/ Per Person
Ballpark Favorites Sides
Hamburgers Homestyle Potato
Salad Garden Salad
Hot Dogs (ltalian or Ranch)
Fried Chicken Potato Chips
BBQ Pulled Pork
Dessert Toppin
Fresh Fruit Lettuce, Tomato, Onion
Fresh Bakes Cookies American Cheese, Mustard

Ketchup & Relish

Cold Beverages
Assorted Coca Cola Beverages
Bottled Water
(Cold Beverages available until the middle of th 8th inning)

Contact Walter or Bridget Zagwoski for tickets: 610-533-4108
zagwoski@ptd.net
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Appetizers - Salads
Entrees - Desserts
Party Platters = Catering
Corporate Lunches
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17th and Chew Streets

Allentown, PA 18104
610.776.7670

Kitchen 610.439.8949

Specializing in Sales, Brokerage
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610.866.1076
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YOUR AD CAN APPEAR HERE AND ON OUR
WEBSITE TOO, FOR ONLY $100/YEAR! CALL ST.
JOSAPHAT RECTORY FOR MORE INFORMATION.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!




St. Josaphat Ukrainian Catholic Church
“Where Faith and Tradition Meet”

1826 Kenmore Avenue
Bethlehem, PA 18018

Main (normal business): (610) 865-2521
For emergencies, call: (215) 300-9147
E-Mail: bethlehem@ukrcatholic.org
Website: www.stjosaphatbethlehem.org

Rev. Paul J. Makar, Pastor
Mrs. Carol Hanych, Cantor
Ms. Kimberly McGowan, Parish Secretary

Glory to Jesus Christ! Cnaea Icycy Xpucmy!

We welcome you to our parish family and invite you to worship with us in a most ancient
Church of the Christian East. We are happy to have you with us, and we are honored to
share our Ukrainian Catholic tradition of prayer and spirituality with you, your family, and
your friends. If you have any questions or comments, please do not hesitate to bring them
to Father Paul or one of our parishioners. Our doors and our hearts are open to you. May
God'’s blessings be with you always!

Knowiledge of the True God Nurtures Us to Eternal Life

Are we saying that knowledge is eternal life? Are
we saying that to know the one true and living God
will suffice to give ns complete security for the fu-
ture without need of anything else? Then how is
“faith apart from works dead?”™ When we speak
of faith, we mean the true knowledge of God and
nothing else, since knowledge comes by faith. The
prophet Isaiah tells us this: “If you do not believe,
neither shall you understand” But he is not talking
about a knowledge that consists in barren specula-
tions, which is entirely worthless. For one of the
holy disciples said, “You believe that God is one:
you do well. Even the demons believe and shud-
der” What then shall we say to this? How is it that
Christ speaks the truth when He says that eternal
life is the knowledge of God the Father, the one
true God, and with Him of the Son? [ think, in-
deed, we must answer that the saying of the Savior
iz completely true. For this knowledge is life, la-
boring as it were in birth of the whole meaning of

the mystery and granting to us participation in the
mystery of the Bucharist, whereby we are joined to
the living and life-giving Word. And for this rea-
son, 1 think, Paul says that the Gentiles are made
fellow members of the body and fellow partakers
of Christ, inasmuch as they partake in His Blessed
Body and Blood. And our members may in this
sense be conceived of as being members of Christ
This knowledge, then, which also brings to us the
Eucharist by the Spirit, is life. For it dwells in our
hearts, reshaping those who receive it into son-ship
with Him and molding them into incorraption and
piety toward God through life, according to the
Gospel. Our Lord Jesus Christ, then, knowing that
the knowledge of the one true God brings to us and
promotes our union with the blessings of which we
have spoken, says that it is eternal life.

St Cyril of Alexandria

For publications on Eastern spirituality, wisit
wwwLecpubs.com
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